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Katharine is Deputy Director of  the Policy Central team at 
Airbnb, where she focuses on geopolitical and public policy is-
sues across the 220+ countries and regions where the company 
has listings. Previously, she was part of  the inaugural team 
developing internet freedom policy and programs at the US 
State Department. She also worked at the NYU Stern Center 
for Business and Human Rights, where she led research and 
workshops on how tech companies can protect human rights 
in their core operations. Katharine holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Yale and a master’s degree in international relations 
from Georgetown. She is a Security Fellow with the Truman 
National Security Project.

Q: Were you involved with the Globalist for all 
four years at Yale? 

A: I wrote and edited throughout my time at Yale. I 
discovered the Globalist�Ua�ÅZ[\�aMIZ��IVL�1�OW\�QV^WT^ML�
spring of  freshman year as a writer. I applied to be an 
editor the following year, and was on the board as a 
features editor, then managing editor, then editor-in-chief  
my senior year. I went on two Globalist reporting trips–to 
Venezuela and India–and I just loved it. 

Q: What was the Globalist like back then? 

A: Over the course of  my time, particularly my freshman 
to junior year, we pivoted the Globalist from being closer 
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to pure political science analysis to instead focusing more 
on on-the-ground reporting–highlighting the voices 
of  people directly impacted by international relations 
around the world. If  you look at the bulk of  the reporting 
in 2005 versus 2009, you’ll see it moved more towards 
the international reporting focus that it still has today. It 
_I[�LMÅVQ\MTa�IV�M`KQ\QVO�NW]Z�aMIZ[�\W�JM�I�XIZ\�WN �\PM�
Globalist. 

Q: Did you write anything for the Globalist that 
aW]�TWWS�JIKS�WV�I[�XIZ\QK]TIZTa�[QOVQÅKIV\'�

)"�AMIP��Q\¼[�IK\]ITTa�SQVL�WN �N]VVa��5a�ÅZ[\�NMI\]ZM�IZ\QKTM�
for the Globalist, and the biggest one I wrote, was my sec-
ond semester sophomore year. It was about how activists 
were beginning to use technologies like social media in 
\PMQZ�UW^MUMV\[��1�SVW_�\PQ[�[W]VL[�KWUQKITTa�Y]IQV\�
now, but it was 2007. Right at the beginning of  2007, 
I interviewed bloggers in Egypt and digital activists in 

platforms people use to express themselves online are 
privately owned. So while I was a diplomat and engaging 
with governments, a lot of  my work was with activists and 
_Q\P�KWUXIVQM[��IVL�_M�VW\ML�\PI\�\PM�XW_MZ�QV�\PM�ÅMTL�
was far beyond just government policy. And so two of  
Ua�UMV\WZ[�TMN\�\PM�;\I\M�,MXIZ\UMV\�\W�NW]VL�\PM�ÅZ[\�
human rights center at a business school, focused on how 
companies can build in human rights protections into 
their core operations. They invited me to come join and 
NWK][�WV�\PM�\MKP�[MK\WZ��;W�LMÅVQ\MTa�\PMZM¼[�I�LQZMK\�TQVM�
there back to my work for the Globalist. Then, I left to go 
to grad school–the most Globalist grad school ever–I did 
an international relations degree at Georgetown. Every 
day, it was like the Globalist, and I loved it. Since then, I’ve 
JMMV�I\�)QZJVJ�NWZ�IJW]\�NW]Z�\W�Å^M�aMIZ[��LMITQVO�_Q\P�
geopolitical risk and tech policy in the 220+ countries 
and regions where we have Airbnb listings. I don’t think 

“More tech companies are coming to the 
table–sometimes reluctantly–and recog-
nizing that they have responsibilities to a 
diversity of  stakeholders, not just to their 
investors or even to their consumers.”

Indonesia, and wrote 
this piece called 
“Activism 2.0”. Fast 
forward two years, 
I graduated, and I 
knew I didn’t want to 
be a journalist, but I 
was really interested 
in free expression 
and media freedom 
and online censor-
ship issues. I started 
working on this topic 
at a think tank and 
\PMV�_I[�PQZML�XZM\\a�Y]QKSTa�Ja�\PM�;\I\M�,MXIZ\UMV\�
to help start a program on internet freedom. We worked 
on online human rights and free expression, and thought 
about speech and activism in the digital world. So, there 
was a kind of  a surprising direct line between the article 
that was most formative for me at the Globalist and then 
_PI\�1�MVLML�]X�LWQVO�NWZ�Y]Q\M�[WUM�\QUM�QV�Ua�KIZMMZ·
the connection between digital rights and human rights 
on the internet. 

Q: How long did you end up working on that in 
your career? 

A: I continued to follow that thread in my career for some 
time. I was at the State Department for four years work-
ing on tech policy and human rights, and I was increas-
ingly interested in how much of  a role the private sector 
played in either enabling or constricting people’s human 
rights. The internet is largely privately owned–all of  the 

Q\�NMT\�Y]Q\M�I[�TQVMIZ�
along the way, but 
I actually have 
had this consistent 
theme throughout 
my career–my focus 
is broader now than 
it was at the State 
Department, but 
it’s always about 
human rights, inter-
national relations, 
and the role of  the 
private sector. 

9"�0W_�PI[�_WZSQVO�NWZ�)QZJVJ�Å\�QV\W�aW]Z�W^MZ-
all focus on human rights in tech? 

A:  At Airbnb, we’re facilitating people meeting other 
people in neighborhoods around the world, so our busi-
ness is more immediate and more tangible than many 
tech platforms. Perhaps because of  this, Airbnb’s leader-
ship has long taken a proactive approach engaging with 
communities and governments around the world, and 
we haven’t been shy about standing up for our values. 
One example: a few years ago, when we became aware 
of  disturbing reports of  discrimination against some 
O]M[\[��_M�TI]VKPML�I�KWUXIVa�_QLM�MٺWZ\�\W�KWUJI\�
bias and discrimination on our platform. Among other 
KPIVOM[��_M�VW_�ZMY]QZM�PW[\[�IVL�O]M[\[�\W�[QOV�_PI\�
we call the Community Commitment in order to use our 
XTI\NWZU��XTMLOQVO�\W�\ZMI\�ITT�O]M[\[�IVL�PW[\[�MY]ITTa��
We’ve removed over a million people from our platform 
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would be interesting to Globalist�IT]U[�QV�LQٺMZMV\�[MK\WZ[��
There doesn’t have to be a linear route from working for 
a college publication to working for a publication after 
college–you can be exercising all of  the same skills and 
interests but be in the private sector or be in government. 
;W�\PI\�Q[�[WUM\PQVO�1�LMÅVQ\MTa�_Q[P�1�PIL�JMMV�I_IZM�
of  earlier–I stumbled into awareness of  the private sector. 
Another thing I wish I knew is that if  you’re interested 
in a job in international relations, chances are that you 
won’t be able to line it up before graduating. I remember 
going into my senior year, and a lot of  my classmates 
_MZM�IXXTaQVO�\W�KWV[]T\QVO�WZ�ÅVIVKM�RWJ[�WZ�<MIKP�
NWZ�)UMZQKI�WZ�LQٺMZMV\�WXXWZ\]VQ\QM[�_PMZM�\PMZM�_I[�
a clear application process and outcome date and you 
would know on graduation day where you were ending 
up. For all of  the roles I was interested in, and that many 
of  my fellow Globalistas were interested in, you had to 
UW^M�\W�I�XTIKM�IVL�OM\�KWٺMM[�_Q\P�XMWXTM·QV�Ua�KI[M��1�
moved to DC and started doing informational meetings, 
some other friends of  mine moved to Brazil and started 
doing freelance reporting–essentially, you just had to 
throw yourself  into the world. Acknowledging that sooner 
rather than later senior year will give you peace of  mind. 
AW]�[PW]TL�JM�\ITSQVO�\W�XMWXTM�\W�ÅO]ZM�W]\�_PI\�aW]�
want to do, but it’s okay if  you don’t know what you’re 
doing on graduation day. The majority of  us did not and 
then we all ended up in awesome places. None of  the jobs 
I’ve had existed before I had them. They all came into 
being through one door leading to another, a new need 
arising at the State Department or at Airbnb. While it can 
be a little more ambiguous or take a couple more months 
\W�ÅO]ZM�W]\��1¼̂ M�PIL�[W�UIVa�QV\MZM[\QVO�M`XMZQMVKM[�
and I don’t regret the couple months of  uncertainty.

NWZ�ZMN][QVO�\W�IOZMM�\W�\PQ[��ZMY]QZMUMV\��7J^QW][Ta��\PQ[�
has a business impact, but our whole mission is about 
belonging, so we acknowledged early on that if  we’re not 
OWQVO�\W�JM�[MZQW][�IJW]\�LQ[KZQUQVI\QWV��_M�VMML�I�LQٺMZ-
ent mission. On a separate note, I think one of  the things 
people forget about Airbnb is that over half  of  our hosts 
say that they use Airbnb to help make ends meet. It’s a 
really important source of  income for a lot of  individuals 
and it’s a way to earn extra money, which is particularly 
important for a time like now. So, we are dealing with 
that human element in our policy decisions. We basically 
have a lot of  micro-entrepreneurs on our platform. We’re 
\ZaQVO�\W�ÅO]ZM�W]\�I�_Ia�NWZ�\PMU�\W�JM�IJTM�\W�PI^M�\PMQZ�
businesses and welcome people from around the world. 

Q: What do you think is the future of  global  
responsibility in tech? 

A: More tech companies are coming to the table–some-
times reluctantly–and recognizing that they have respon-
sibilities to a diversity of  stakeholders, not just to their 
investors or even to their consumers. I think in the future 
there will be more pressure from consumers to prioritize 
human rights and ethical company decision making. 
We’re already seeing this, but in future there will just be 
an expectation that you as a company act responsibly and 
engage on social issues. If  you don’t, that’s what will stand 
out. At least in the US, we’re seeing a shift in consumer 
expectations towards social responsibility, and I think that 
is what will drive companies to act on these issues proac-
tively and not just reactively, for example, in response to a 
congressional hearing or terrible news story. 

Q: What advice would you give to a current  
college student involved in the Globalist? 

A: I learned so much from the Globalist, and I have 
thought back to it a lot of  times during my career— 
everything from the actual writing skills to getting com-
NWZ\IJTM�QV\MZ^QM_QVO�XMWXTM�\W�I[SQVO�Y]M[\QWV[�IVL�
writing in a concise and clear way for an outside audi-
ence to the experience of  managing a team and work-
ing with editors and writers. At the time, I think there 
were probably moments that I wondered whether I was 
spending too much time on the Globalist, but I was always 
having a great time and I was always learning and I’ve 
never regretted it. I made some of  my best friends in the 
Globalist. If  anything, I’m just more sure than ever that it 
was a good use of  my college time. I’m a good example 
of  someone who’s ended up having a career and post 
grad experience that’s very Globalist-y without being a 
journalist. There are a lot of  really cool careers that 

Emma Sargent is a rising senior in Trumbull College and can be 
reached at emma.sargent@yale.edu.


